THE  SPANISH WAR
But the best description Is that given me by one of Asea-
sio's staff officers who also gave me ample details as to
the subsequent situation within the city.
"Our column/' he told me, "which consisted of two
banderas of Legionaries and two tabors of Moroccans,
was formed on an extremely narrow front not more than
five hundred yards broad. That was the only safe front
we had, and therefore it was arranged that the attack
should be made by one bandera in front with one tabor
following, and that the other two units were to be held in
reserve on the western bank of the Manzanares to await
events.
"We then moved up to the low wall dividing this part
of the Casa de Campo from the Manzanares. At this
time of the year there was very little water in the
river, but it formed a deep ditch with steep banks on
either side rendering it a formidable obstacle under
machine-gun fire Then came the rising ground, a Red
trench, and again a big red-brick building, barricaded
and sandbagged, the Faculty of Letters. That was the
first objective assigned to us.
"Our artillery had been battering the banks of the
Manzanares for an hour, and Colonel Asensio at eight
o'clock in the morning had three batteries of four-inch
trench mortars brought up for a final whirlwind bombard-
ment of the Red positions immediately in front of us,
"The Reds undoubtedly knew of our intention to
attack, for a stream of machine-gun bullets was constantly
chipping the bricks on the crest of the wall. But our
engineers were preparing a neat passage for us which
we thought would surprise the enemy. They had placed
dynamite cartridges along it for about one hundred yards,
and at Colonel Asensio's signal the fuses were lit and the
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